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The impact of the displacement of the both the tubular 
conductor and screen axes on the magnetic field in high 

current busducts 
 
 

Abstract. In the paper it has been shown that as the distance d between the axis of the tubular conductor increases the magnetic field becomes 
more and more non-uniform. The phenomenon of the inducing of eddy currents in the screen makes the magnetic field distribution changed in the 
screen itself and its surroundings The magnitude of these changes depends on λ and α coefficients, thus the screen electrical conductivity and its 
transverse dimensions, the current frequency in the phase conductor, and the mutual geometrical configuration beetwen the tubular conductor  and 
screen. 
 
Streszczenie. W artykule pokazano, że w miarę wzrostu odległości d między osiami przewodów, pole magnetyczne staje się coraz bardziej 
nierównomierne. Zjawisko indukowania prądów wirowych w ekranie zmienia rozkład pola magnetycznego w nim samym i jego otoczeniu. Wielkość 
tych zmian zależy od współczynników λ oraz α, a więc od konduktywności ekranu i jego wymiarów poprzecznych, częstotliwości prądu w przewodzie 
fazowym oraz wzajemnej konfiguracji geometrycznej między tym przewodem a ekranem. (Wpływ przesunięcia osi przewodu i ekranu na pole 
magnetyczne w torach wielkoprądowych). 
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Introduction 

In high current busducts one or more phase tubular 
conductors are isolated with a tube screen. The magnetic 
field of the conductor (conductors) induces eddy currents in 
the shield which generate a reverse reaction magnetic field. 
The resultant magnetic field within the internal and external 
area of the shield is the vector sum of these fields. In the 
general case of two concentric tubular conductors the axes 
of the conductors do not coincide, and create the so-called 
non-coaxial system (fig.1) [1,2].  
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Fig. 1. Tubular screen with the internal non-coaxial tubular 
conductor placed on the right-hand side of Oy axis 

 
This system is an element of the high current busducts 

as presented in figure 2 [3]. 
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Fig. 2. Three-pole three-phase high current transmission line 

In this paper we are going to show you how the 
magnetic field looks when the conductor axis – screen axis 
distance changes. 
 

The magnetic field generated by the current flowing 
in an internal parallel tubular conductor 

Let us consider a magnetic field in the shield of 
conductivity 2� , with internal radius 3R  and external radius 

4R , parallel to a non-coaxial internal tubular conductor with 

conductivity 1� , internal radius 1R  and external radius 2R  
with complex rms current 1I . The distance between the 
axes of the conductors is d (fig. 1). This current generates 
sinusoidal alternating magnetic field )r( XY

wH , which can 
be expressed in local cylindrical coordinates ( Θ,r  ) of the 
shield. 

The vector magnetic potential created by the current 1I  

has one component only along the Oz axis and is a 
potential created by the source external to the second 
conductor i.e. 
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and according to its definition, in the system of ),,( zΦ�  
cylindrical coordinates connected with the second 
conductor we have 
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where the magnetic field 
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From these formulas we obtain the equation [4] 
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where the 0A  constant can be adopted freely. 

The above vector magnetic potential can be expressed 
by the local cylindrical coordinate system )z,Θ,r( , i.e. 

)Θ,r(A)Θ,r( w
z

w 1�A , because 
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From the equation (6) we have 
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and in the points for which r > d, in the expansion of the 
right hand side of the equation (8a) in the Fourier series1 for 
n � N , we have that 
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Finally the vector magnetic potential in the X(r,� ) point, for 
which r > d, is 
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The vector of the magnetic field intensity can be 

determined from the definition of the vectorial magnetic 
potential [5] 
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The wH  magnetic field is the field generated by a 
source external to the shield, so it is present both inside the 
screen and in its external area. 

If the distance 0�d , then we have the coaxial, 
concentric system of two tubular conductors – fig. 3. This 
case is equivalent to the limitation of the (10a) and (10b) 
series to their zero terms only, that is for 0�n . In this case 

the radial component of the magnetic field is 0�)Θ,r(H w
r , 

and the tangent component )Θ,r(H w
Θ  is determined by the 

formula [7] 
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Fig. 3. Tubular screen with internal coaxial tubular conductor 
 
The influence of the distance between the conductor 
and screen upon the magnetic field 

If we introduce a relative distance between the 
conductor and screen  
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and refer the magnetic field (10) to 
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then we receive the relative value of the magnetic field 

 

(16) � � nΘsinnΘsin)Θ,(h
n

n

nn

n

w
r ��

�

�
�

�

�
��		




�
��


�
��

0
1

1

1
�
���

�
�

�
�  

and 



128                                                        PRZEGLĄD ELEKTROTECHNICZNY (Electrical Review), ISSN 0033-2097, R. 87 NR 5/2011 

(16a) � � nΘcosnΘcos)Θ,(h
n

n

nn

n

w
Θ ��

�

�
�

�

�
�

�
�

�

�

�
�

�

�

		



�
��


�
��

0
1

1
1 1

�

��
�

�
�

�
�  

 
The distribution of the module of this field  
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as the function of the Θ angle, for various λ parameter 
values is presented in figure 4. 
 

 
Fig. 4. The distribution of the relative value of the module of the 
magnetic field on the external surface of the screen generated by 
current in a non-coaxial internal tubular conductor placed on the 
right hand side of the screen axis 
 

Therefore, the distribution of the magnetic field on the 
external surface is dependable on the λ and is a non-
uniform distribution for the sake of the  Θ angle. 
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Fig. 5. Tubular screen with the internal non-coaxial tubular 
conductor placed on the left-hand side of the Oy axis 

 
If the tubular conductor is on the left hand side of the 

screen axis (fig. 5), then we can prove, that the components 
of the magnetic field generated by the current flowing in this 
conductor in the cylindrical local coordinate system of the 
screen can be expressed as 
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Then the relative values of these components can be 
presented as 
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Then, the distribution of the module of this field as the 
function of the Θ angle for various λ parameter values is 
presented in figure 6. 

 
Fig. 6. The distribution of the relative value of the module of the 
magnetic field on the external surface of the screen generated by 
the current in the non-coaxial internal tubular conductor placed on 
the left hand side of the screen axis  

 
In this case the magnetic field is symmetrical to the field 

generated by the current flowing in the conductor situated 
on the right hand side of the screen axis. 
 
The magnetic field with the consideration of eddy 
currents in the screen 

The )Θ,r(wH  magnetic field of the 1I  current in the 
phase conductor induces )Θ,r(J)Θ,r( z 2121 1�J  eddy 
currents in the screen (fig. 7). This eddy currents generate 
in the both internal and external area an reverse reaction 

magnetic field )Θ,r(rriH  and )Θ,r(rreH respectively [8]. 

The )Θ,r(extH  magnetic field in the external area 
( 4Rr " ) is 
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Fig.7. Eddy currents induced in the screen by the magnetic field of 
the own current of the phase conductor 
 

The components of this field can be determined after 
solving Laplace’a and Helmholtz equations. They are given 
by certain combinations of modified Bessel functions. In 
relative values they assume the form 
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where �� ��0  and �20 ��Θ . In the above formulas 
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The relative value of the total field in the external area of the 
screen can be expressed as 
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The distribution of this value of the external surface of 

the screen for various λ parameter values versus the Θ 
angle will be presented in figure 8. 

If the phase conductor is situated on the left hand side 
of the screen axis, then the relative components of the 
magnetic field for 4Rr "  ( 1"� ) can be expressed as 
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The distribution of the field module is then symmetrical to 
the distribution presented below. 

 
Fig. 8. The distribution of the relative module value of the total 
magnetic field in the external area of the screen - the phase 
conductor placed on the right hand side of the screen axis 
 
Conclusions 

The presented magnetic field distribution patterns show 
that with the increase of the d distance between the axes of 
the conductors (fig. 4 and 6), the magnetic field becomes 
more and more irregular. So irregular will be also the values 
of the density of eddy currents induced in the screen as a 
result of the internal proximity effect. This in turn causes an 
irregular reverse reaction magnetic field and consequently, 
the total magnetic field in the screen and its surroundings is 
irregular (fig. 8). The analysis of the obtained formulas and 
numerical calculations shows also that the distribution of the 
magnetic field is the more irregular the higher λ relative 
distance between the conductor axis and the screen one is. 
Therefore, the mutual geometrical configuration of the 
conductor and screen has a strong effect on the magnetic 
field in high-current busduct. 
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